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Killed in Action - KIA Details -  (remains repatriated in interred in the

Overview
On Thursday 22 June 1944, B-24H 42-94826 to off from its base at Halesworth in Suffolk to take part in a tactical
bombing mission (8th Air Force mission 432¹) along with 42 other aircraft of the 2nd Bomb division attacking the
airfield at St-Cyr to the SW of Paris. The aircraft sustained severe damage caused by anti-aircraft fire whilst
attacking the target. The only operable controls were one rudder and elevator. The pilots and crew managed to
nurse the aircraft back to the British Coast. Unfortunately, for reasons unknown, the aircraft crashed at Park
Farm near Arundel in West Sussex. Seven of the crew of ten managed to successfully bail out of the aircraft.
Three were killed as a result of the aircraft crashing. Two members of the crew who were killed are still listed as
missing in action (MIA)² .

Missing in Action - MIA Details:

The route taken by the aircraft showing its take-off location (Halesworth), target, where hit, its route back from
the target to its eventual crash-site. Location details extracted from the Navigator (Lt King) after action report³.
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A guard was placed to keep people away whilst the ammunition was still going off from time to time. The
holes smouldered for about 10 days before one last flare up and then going out. Once it was safe I took the
first chance to inspect the crash site. I found that the plane had come down near vertically, the wings at
about 45 degrees to the ditch and fence. This was confirmed by the digger driver who excavated it in 1974.
One wing hit the ground before the other as one side outer wing was crumpled in a slot in the ground, while
the other had sheared off and shot some 40 yds across the neighbouring field. I found a piece of wing about
6’x2’, by far the biggest piece of debris on the whole site. Also there was more small debris  collected from
the barley field than the grass filed where the plane landed. The pile of debris collected from the grass field
grew by about three times when ‘all hands’ were set to clear the the barley field ready to harvest. I would
estimate that 90% of the plane ended up in the ground.
My father told me at least three of the survivors did manage to get to see the site and speak to him.
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Accounts Relating to the Crash
There are various accounts relating to the crash, both contemporary first hand, contemporary Police &
ARP records and a first hand account recorded in the 1970’s.

The Recollections of John Seller of No 12 Park Farm Cottages, (Aged about ten at the time).

At about 9pm I had started to get ready for bed when there was a thunderous scream of a plane in a
power dive then bump of it hitting the ground. About 15 minutes later I slipped out and went behind the
farm buildings to where I could see the crash site (some 300 yds away).
The fireball was long gone out, the only sign was the scorched area of ripening barley in the next field.
There was little sign of debris in the grass field, only the dirt around 5 craters. There was very little smoke
coming from the craters by then.
The following morning I walked down the lane past the site some 75yds away and could hear the
ammunition exploding underground. Later that day the farm dog came back in carrying a severed forearm
on which was a bracelet, (not dog tags) with a name on. My father retrieved the arm and removed the
bracelet. He arranged for the bracelet to be given to the Police. He then burried the arm in the hole where
the rest of the remains were.
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2ⁿd Lieutenant D. M. Henderson positively identified front row second from left. Flight Officer
John j. Crowther  front row far right. 2ⁿd. Lieutenant William B. Montgomery front row second
from right. 2ⁿd Lieutenant Herbert K. King front row first left. Staff Sergeant Richard M. Rodriguez
(believed) second row far right. Others as yet remain unidentified. Courtesy Kenneth Whitehead

Henderson http://search.ancestry.co.uk/cgi-bin/sse.dll?_phsrc=eaJ31&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&gss=angsg&new=1&rank=1&gsfn=demoyne&gsfn_x=0&gsln=henderson&gsln_x=0&cp=0&catbucket=rstp&MSAV=1&MSV=0&uidh=uxx&gl=allgs&gst=

The Crew pictured in May 1944 at Halesworth.
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